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1 . The indicated allowability of claim 5 is withdrawn in view of the newly discovered 
reference(s) to Germany 34 42 194 and EPO 0 430 366. Rejections based on the 
newly cited reference(s) follow.' 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Germany' 194 in view of EPO'366. 

Re claim 1, Germany'194 discloses a reservoir (3a) having a plurality of apertures at 
least one dispenser (8) in flow communication with the reservoir comprising a first ( as 
at 30) and second (25, 7) and at least one dispenser (as at 8) comprising a body and 
pivoting cover (as at 3c), that differs from the claims only in the recitation of the trough.. 
EPO'366 disclosing the arrangement of providing a dosing trough (see fig. 1). It 
therefore would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
arrangement in Germany'194, to include a trough as taught by EPO'366, since this is 
considered to be a mere substitution of equivalents. As for the check valves, the same 

+ 

is of little patentable weight in view of the valve in Germany'194. 

4. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
the applied prior as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Getchell (U. S. Pat. 
No. 3,013,568). 
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Claims 3 and 4 define over the applied prior art only in the recitation of the check 
valves. Getchell is cited disclosing the in a dispenser arrangement, the arrangement of 
providing check valves. It therefore would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the dispenser of Germ,any'194, to include check valves as 
taught by Getchell, for the purpose of positively controlling the fluid flow. 
Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
applied prior as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Wunderlich et al. (U. S. 
Pat. No. 6,161,401). 

5. Claim 7 defines overGermany'194 only in the recitation of the pump. Wunderlich 
disclose the pump (88). It therefor would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the device of Germnay'194, to include a pump as taught by 
Wunderlich, for the purpose of positively dispensing the fluid. 

8. Claims 2 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

9. Claims 10-20 are allowed. 

1 0. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. In Germany'378, note the dispensing means. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FRANKIE L. STINSON whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-1308. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 5:30 am to 2:00 
pm and some Saturdays from approximately 5:30 am to 1 1:30 am. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr, can be reached on (571) 272-1700. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-272-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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